
AP Art History Summer Assignment 2021-2022 NOHS -- McMaken

Disclaimer: if for some reason you download it in earlier summer assignment from years past,
you are 100% to turn that in. Sorry for any misunderstanding.

Hi, I’m Mr. McMaken.  Maybe I’ve taught you?  Maybe I haven’t.  Either way, I’m excited to teach
you.  Though I’ve taught AP Euro, AP Human Geography, and AP US History in my career, I am
currently most excited about AP Art History.  I took AP Art History in high school (about 70
years ago), and it changed me.  During and after that class, I became both more inquisitive
and more confident approaching ideas and creative products (books, essays, art works,
architecture, films, etc).  More importantly, I felt like I got BACK some of the sense of wonder
and awe and playfulness and pleasure that I had lost sometime between 2nd grade and 10th
grade.  Art History allowed me to reclaim and reconcile all that good stu� with a more mature
sense of the world and a firmer grasp of history and context.  If that doesn’t make any sense to
you, that’s fine.  I’ll explain later.  The reason I say all that is because my wish for you is that you
get something you are looking for out of this course, and I hope I can teach the course well
enough to allow you to get something important out of it.  I have now taught it for two years,
and I have loved every minute of it AND maybe even gotten a little better at it.

So, there only TWO things to do this summer, and they’re pretty easy!  Complete this by
Sunday, July 18th in order to get full credit.  Go ahead and start a google doc called
“_____(your name); APAH Summer Assignment,” and share it with me when you are done.

1--Listen to a PODCAST and write about it

I want you to listen to the Lonely Palette podcast (hosted by Tamar Avishai).  Go to her website
(or subscribe to the podcast on your phone) and listen to whatever interests you.  ALL of them
will be relevant to our course, so pick whatever you are drawn to.

After you are done, write the TITLE of the PODCAST EPISODE you listened to and write a (500+
word) reaction to the podcast.  If you need some questions to help you reflect, consider these:
What did you find challenging?  What questions did it raise?  What was surprising about it?
What were some memorable moments?  What did you enjoy? What do you wonder?  What do
you appreciate?  What do you take issue with?  What thoughts do you have about art, artists,
society, or aesthetics?  What connections did the host make to other art work or things in the
world?

2--Watch a FILM and write a reflection about it:

Watch ONE of these documentary films about art.  Each is very di�erent, but each deals with
the creative process, aesthetics, and the roles of art.

Helvetica (2007) (by Gary Hustwit) -- it’s about fonts and design in general! `
Rivers and Tides: Andy Goldsworthy Working With Time (2001) -- it’s about nature. and art. It
might be my favorite one here.
Finding Vivian Maier (2013) -- it’s about a female street photographer.  lots of kids loved this
one.
Sketches of Frank Gehry (2006) -- it’s about an architect.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YIOtzfNgVdwkGMRE0hEQq9535o7Vc-N5k9YU-lKMhCw/edit?usp=sharing
http://www.thelonelypalette.com/episodes


Cave of Forgotten Dreams (2011) -- it’s about anthropology, art, and a cave.  some loved it last
summer, and some found it interesting but slow.

I would also recommend the documentary Never Sorry about Ai Wei Wei (2012), but it has been
rated both NR (non-rated) and R by various agencies, and since I haven’t finished watching it, I
can’t yet fully recommend it.  However, contact me if your parent(s) and you look into it and
both want you to watch it.  It’s about a Chinese dissident artist.  Those of you who took AP
Human with me watched part of his documentary called Human Flow, but that’s not about art,
so it’s not an option.

After you are done, write the TITLE of the FILM and then write a (500+ word) reflection about
the film.  If you need some questions to help you reflect, consider these: What did you find
challenging?  What questions did it raise?  What was surprising about it?  What were some
memorable moments?  What did you enjoy?  What do you wonder?  What do you appreciate?
What do you take issue with?  What thoughts do you have about art, artists, society, or
aesthetics?

Share the google doc with me Sunday July 18th.  You will be READING EACH OTHERS in class,
so put your whole self into it!

*******************************************************************************************************************************

Finally, BELOW this line is just a heads-up:

For the first day of class, buy a (few) notebook(s) that you love

Get a notebook (online?) with either BLANK or grid-lined pages from Blick (cheap) or Moleskine
(pricier) or whatever you can find.  You will be making this your own over the course of the year,
and eventually you will probably fill up about 300 pages with images, notes, quotes, scribbles,
etc.  One page will be dedicated to each of the required 250 works of art that we will be
studying next year.  So come to school on day 1 with a bound journal/notebook that you would
carry on an airplane, take to a museum, or take on vacation.

To get a sense of what your notebooks can look like and how you might format them, see the
Google Slides Presentation posted here and also posted on the Summer Assignments page
(hopefully!)

(YOU CAN START learning about ANY of the 250 required works of art NOW.  The notebooks
don’t have to be in any particular order.  The notebooks are YOURS.  If you wanna start diving
into the works of art, you can start here. Pick any work (or artist) that interests you, watch a
video, listen to a podcast, read about the work, and add notes to a notebook entry dedicated
to that piece.  No one is expected to do this over the summer, but if you do, you’ll have less to
work to do next year.  Also, summer is a great time for meaningful reflection!)

Have a great rest-of-your-summer!

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/18pegeQhJ4iYmOREBlmOTcn2ilYhJuRRCZ27IxOp6rAI/edit?usp=sharing
https://smarthistory.org/required-works-for-ap/

